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This document provides background information and statistical 
notes on the 1974 Survey of Housing Units. It has been designed as a 
companion volume to the series of statistical publications entitled "1974 
Survey of Housing Units: Cross-Tabulations on the Housing Stock and 
Households in 1974". There are 23 of these publications, one for each of 
the areas surveyed; this volume serves as an introductory guide to each 


OL the 23. 


Copies of any of these 23 statistical series or additional 
copies of this introductory document may be obtained from the Director, 
Program and Market Requirements Division, Central Mortgage and Housing 


Corporation. 
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I INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 


This series of publications presents in tabular form preliminary 
results of the Survey of Housing Units conducted by Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation and Statistics Canada in the fall of 1974 in 23 large 
urban centres across Canada. Each volume will contain data for one survey 
area only. 


The survey was undertaken to provide basic information on housing 
in the urban areas of the country. More specifically the objectives were 
to relate dwelling unit characteristics and occupant characteristics by 
individual household, to facilitate understanding of the adjustment process 
of households to dwelling units, to learn why households change their 
patterns of housing consumption and to provide data relating demographic 
and economic variables at more frequent intervals and in greater detail 
than the decennial Census. 


A longitudinal survey was designed to meet these objectives. By 
this means a particular set of dwelling units would be followed over a period 
of time by using the 1971 Census as the sample frame, updated by building 
permits data to take into account new construction, and by surveying the 
same set of dwelling units, or some portion of them, in subsequent years. 
Personal interviews were conducted to collect information on household and 
dwelling unit characteristics, household incomes, carrying charges and 
market values of owner-occupied units and rents of rental units. In 
addition if the current occupants had moved to their dwelling between the 
1971 Census and the time of the survey they were asked about their previous 
household and dwelling unit characteristics and for information on the 
factors involved in the choice of their present dwelling. 


The complete data file from the Survey of Housing Units therefore 
contains three elements. These are: household and dwelling unit 
characteristics of the dwellings surveyed in 1974; the corresponding 
characteristics of the same dwelling unit in 1971 (but since fewer questions 
were asked in 1971 this part of file is less complete); and finally the 
previous household and dwelling unit characteristics for those interviewed 
in 1974 who had moved to their dwelling between 1971 and 1974. 


This publication presents the results of the first set of data 
only, i.e., the households and dwelling units in 1974, since this portion 
of the data was processed first. When interpreting the data it is important 
to remember that they are based on a sample and that while reliable at the 
overall survey area they become less so the smaller the cell breakdown. 
Further details on this are outlined in the Statistical Notes that follow. 


cE SAMPLE DESIGN AND SURVEY METHODS 


Population and Frames 

The target population for this survey was the set of private 
dwellings that was in existence during the reference period (Sept. 30, 1974 - 
Dec. 6, 1974) in the urbanized core of each of the 1971 Census Metropolitan 
Areas and in the city of Charlottetown. These areas include: Calgary, 
Charlottetown, Chicoutimi, Edmonton, Halifax, Hamilton, Kitchener, London, 
Montreal, Ottawa-Hull, Quebec, Regina, St.Catharines, Saint John, St.John's, 
Saskatoon, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, Toronto, Vancouver, Victoria, Windsor and 
Winnipeg. A list of the municipalities included in each area is provided in 
Appendix A. 


Since no one sampling frame of the population existed it was 
necessary to divide the population into three sub-populations for which 
such frames were available. These populations and their corresponding 
frames were: 


(1) All private dwellings in the designated areas which had been 
constructed prior to June 1, 1971 and which were occupied on June 1, 1971. 
Units were selected from this sub-population through the 1971 Census of Canada 
file of occupied private dwellings. 


(2) All private dwellings in the designated areas which had been 
constructed prior to June 1, 1971 and which were vacant on June 1, 1971. 
Units were selected from this sub-population through the 1971 Census of Canada 
records of vacant private dwellings. 


(3) All private dwellings in the designated areas which had been 
constructed after June 1, 1971. Units from this sub-population were selected 
through Statistics Canada's records of issued building permits. 


Stratification 


The sample was stratified for the following purposes: 


(i) to minimize the variance between units with respect to the 
characteristics of interest by placing the population units 
into groups so that units within the same group would be more 
or less homogeneous with respect to those characteristics. 


(ii) to ensure that the sample selected included representation 
from the various subgroups of the population desired. 


The variables used for stratification were tenure, age of the head 
of the household and income (of head and spouse in family households, head 
only in non-family households). For further details see Appendix B. 


Sample Size, Allocation and Selection 


For each survey area a sample size was calculated and allocated 
proportionally to each of the three frames; these sample sizes are shown in 
Appendix C. Within frames the sample was further allocated to each of the 
strata as follows: 


From the 1971 Census file of occupied private dwellings, a stratified 
simple random sample, without replacement, was selected for each survey area. 
From the 1971 census records of vacant private dwellings a systematic sample 
was selected for each survey area. From the records of issued building permits 
a stratified systematic:sample was selected for each survey area. 


Approximately 74,000 dwellings were selected as the target population 
in the urbanized core of the 23 cities. The weighted sample represents 
approximately 82% of the dwelling units in the 1971 Census Metropolitan Areas 
plus Charlottetown. 


Further information on the sample design is available in 1974 


Survey of Housing Units/A Report on the Sample Design, copies of which may 


be obtained from Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 


Survey Enumeration 


The survey was conducted during the period September 30 - December 6, 
1974 by means of an interview - administered questionnaire. Interviewers were 
instructed to attempt to obtain an interview with the head of the household or 
the spouse, except in situations where it could be determined that both the 
head and the spouse would be absent for the entire survey period. Proxy 
response was allowed for personal income questions for members other than the 
head and spouse. For the section on room dimensions respondents were asked 
to perform any measurements required. Where necessary, up to eight call-backs 
were made on households to obtain completed documents. 


Survey Processing 

All records were subjected to an elaborate processing phase in an 
attempt to ensure that they contained complete sets of data and were free 
from logical conflicts. Details of this editing and imputation operation 


are available in 1974 Survey of Housing Units/Data Correction Strategy, copies 


of which may be obtained from Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 


III SAMPLE RELIABILITY 


The sample was designed to have a coefficient of variation of 62 
for any variable with a frequency of 10% or more. The reliability of any 
sample is dependent on both the sample size and the variability of the 
variable. An examination was made of the sampling error for key variables 
such as income, age of head, etc., which were continuous, The analysis 
suggests that the survey is highly reliable at the overall metropolitan 
area level but less so when variables are studied at the individual stratum 
level. 


Discrete variables are not amenable to statistical analysis of their 
reliability in the same manner as continuous variables. To check on these 
variables some attempt was made to compare their distribution to the 
corresponding distributions from the 1971 census. The comparison showed a 
close similarity indicating that the 1974 sample represented the population 
fairly accurately. 


In interpreting the tabulations, one should be mindful of the fact 
that they are based on a sample. It is therefore possible that a cell may 
contain many units and still represent only one sample observation as a 
result of the weights for some strata being high. Moreover, the reliability 
estimates referred to earlier were taken at the mean and the reliability of 
observations decreases with distance from the mean. It is suggested that 
any cell containing less than 10% of the population under study be used as 
indicative only, not as an absolute number. 


The overall response rate to the survey was 87.8%. The response 
rates and reasons for non-response for each survey area are set out in 
Appendix C. 
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IV DATA PRESENTATION 


The data presented in these publications are in the form of basic 
cross-tabulations for each city. These have been divided into five sections 
each dealing with a particular aspect of the housing stock and/or its 
Occupants, as follows. 


- Characteristics of the 1974 Urban Rental Housing Stock 
- Characteristics of the 1974 Urban Owner-Occupied Housing Stock 
- Housing Expenditure Patterns of Urban Households in 1974 


- Mortgage Arrangements for the 1974 Urban Owner-Occupied 
Housing Stock 


- Suitability of the 1974 Urban Housing Stock 


- Affordability, Adequacy and Suitability of the 1974 Urban 
Housing Stock 


Each cell of a table contains three numbers. The first refers to 
the number of observations in a category, the second to the row percentage 
and the third to the column percentage. Row and column totals may not always 
add because of rounding. In addition, the total number of dwelling units 
or households for a given city may vary in different tables because some 
variables which were not imputed have values missing, e.g., expected selling 
price. 


All data shown in this volume refer to 1974. 


Definitions and Concepts 


The definitions used in the survey and in these tabulations are 
outlined in Appendix D. 


Accessing the Data 


In order to ensure the widest possible use of data from the 1974 
Survey of Housing Units, CMHC has developed a data dissemination policy 
for the release of this data with the following major elements: 


Publications: This is the first in a series of major publications of data 
and studies based on the survey data. These publications will be made 
available to the public at a cost which reflects their cost of production 
and handling. 


Ad Hoc Requests: In addition to the published tabulations, CMHC is also 
prepared to process special tables to meet individuals users' needs. The 
cost for these publications will depend on the number of cities and variables 
included and the complexity of the retrieval. . 


Direct Access: CMHC has developed special software (detailed below) to 
store the data from the survey and to facilitate easy access and retrieval 
of this data for research and analysis. CMHC is prepared to let users 
access the data directly at its computer installation using this software. 
A surcharge will be levied as a percentage of the computer running cost to 
cover the costs of developing the software. 


Tapes: CMHC is also prepared to authorize Statistics Canada to provide users 
with magnetic tapes containing those portions of the survey data which are not 
classified as confidential under the Statistics Act. However, the precise 
date as to when this service may be available has not as yet been determined 
and is dependent on a thorough evaluation of the data quality being performed 
by CMHC and Statistics Canada. 


Software for Storage, Retrieval & Analysis 


The 1974 Survey of Housing Units produced an extremely large data 
set with 75,000 records of 800 bytes each on average. It was therefore 
necessary that a method be found whereby the data could be stored efficiently. 
Since the main uses of the data would be for research and analysis, the data 
had to be easily accessible for large-scale retrievals. It was also necessary, 
since the key users would be researchers, that access to the data be ina 
"higher-level" language that does not require specialized computer knowledge. 


Storage: The most efficient method of storing large data sets is through the 
use of Data Base Management Systems. These systems allow data to be stored 
economically with highly flexible mechanisms for quick access to subsets of 
the data. The system used in this case was System 2000, a product of MRI Inc. 
of Austin, Texas. 


Retrieval: Since most of the retrievals from the data base would be 

of a statistical nature, i.e., large numbers of records would be processed, 
there was a necessity for a manipulative package to process these retrievals. 
In addition it was required that the package contain the major analytic 
functions such as regression analysis. The package chosen was the Statistical 
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). 


Interface: In order to allow the individual researcher to choose his data 
set for analysis and provide him with the SPSS capability, a computerized 
interface was developed between System 2000 and SPSS. The system can be 
used interactively or in batch and does not require the user to have a 
specialized knowledge of data base systems. In interactive mode, the system 
prompts and queries the novice user to enable him to complete his analysis. 
The system can also be used to generate SPSS workfiles which can be saved 
for later use. 


Basically, the system allows the user to specify the parts of 
the data base he wishes to analyse. These subsets are then automatically 
transcribed onto a workfile in the format required by SPSS. The user is 
then in a position to analyse his data using all the routines available in 
SPSS. For further details regarding this software, contact the Data Base Group, 
Computer Services Division, CMHC. 


Appendix A - Municipalities Included in Survey Areas 


SURVEY AREA # 


Ol 
02 
03 


04 
05 


06 


07 


08 
09 


SURVEY AREA 


CALGARY (city) 
CHARLOTTETOWN (city) 
CHICOUTIMI (city) 


Chicoutimi-Nord (city) 


Arvida CeLty) 
Kenogami (city) 
Jonquiere (city) 
EDMONTON (city) 
HALIFAX (city) 
Dartmouth (city) 
HAMILTON (city) 
Burlington (city) 
KITCHENER (city) 
Waterloo (city) 
Bridgeport (city) 
Hespeler (town) 
Galt (city) 
Preston (town) 
LONDON (city) 
MONTREAL (city) 
Montreal-Nord (city) 
St. Leonard (city) 
Anjou (town) 
Montreal-Est (town) 


SURVEY AREA # 


09 (cont'd) 


SURVEY AREA 


Pointe-Aux-Trembles (city) 
St. Jean-de-Dieu (mun.) 
St. Laurent (city) 
Pierrefonds (city) 

Roxboro (town) 

Senneville (village) 

Ste. Anne de Bellevue (town) 
Baie d'Urfe (town) 
Kirkland (town) 
Beaconsfield (city) 
Dollard-des-Ormeaux (town) 
Pte. Claire (city) 

Dorval (city) 

Lachine (city) 
Cote-St.-Luc (city) 

St. Pierre (town) 
Montreal-—West (town) 
Hampstead (town) 

Lasalle (city) 

Verdun (city) 

Westmount (city) 
Outremont (city) 
Notre-Dame (mun.) 


St. Hubert (town) 


SURVEY AREA } SURVEY AREA SURVEY AREA # SURVEY AREA 


09 Greenfield Park (town) 17 (cont'd) Copper Cliff (town) 
(cont'd) Lafleche (city) Coniston (town) 

Lemoyne (town) 18 THUNDER BAY (city) 
St. Lambert (city) 19 TORONTO (city) 
Longueuil (city) Scarborough (bor.) 
Laval (city) East York (bor.) 
Mount-Royal (town) North York (bor.) 

10 OTTAWA (city) York (bor.) 
Vanier (city) Etobicoke (bor.) 
Rockcliffe Park (village) Mississauga (town) 
Gloucester (twp.) Fort Credit (town) 
Nepean (twp.) 20 VANCOUVER (city) 
Haile c ty) | Burnaby (mun. ) 
Pte. Gatineau (village) New Westminster (city) 
Gatineau (village) North Vancouver (city) 

ne QUEBEC (city) via VICTORIA (city) 
Sillery (city) Oak Bay (mun.) 
Ste. Foy (city) Esquimalt (mun.) 
Ancienne-Lorette (town) 22 WINDSOR (city) 
Vanier (town) Tecumseh (town) 
Levis (city) St. Clair Beach (village) 
Lauzon (city) 23 WINNIPEG (city) 

A REGINA (city) West Kildonan (city) 

13 ST. CATHARINES (city) East Kildonan (city) 
Niagara Falls (city) Transcona (city) 

14 SAINT JOHN (city) St. Boniface (city) 

15 Sis JOHN'S Celty) Ste Vital” Ceity) 

16 SASKATOON (city) Tuxedo (town) 


4 RY) SUDBURY (city) St. James-Assiniboia (city) 


Appendix B - Stratification Variables 


Frame I The 1971 Census of Canada File of Occupied Private Dwellings 


The variables used for stratification for units selected from this 
frame were: 


(i) Tenure 


This variable was used to ensure adequate representation of owned 
and rental dwelling units. 


(ii) Total income ~ of the head of the household and spouse (in family 
households having a head and spouse); 


- of the head of the household (in family households 
having no spouse and in non-family households). 


This variable was used because it was considered that many of the 
dwelling characteristics of interest in this survey would be 
highly related to the income of the inhabitants. 

(iii) Age of the head of the household 
This variable was used to ensure that as a result of the sample 
being stratified by income, the various age groups were not 


misrepresented. 


The categories for each stratification variable are: 


TENURE INCOME OF HOUSEHOLD AGE OF 
HEAD (AND SPOUSE) HOUSEHOLD HEAD 
(in dollars) (in years) 


owned (or being bought) 


rented under 5000 under 25 
aCOG 2 6099 25 - 44 
7000. = 6999 45 - 64 
9000 = 10999 65 and over 


This gives rise to 40 (2 x 5 x 4) strata. 


Frame II 1971 Census of Canada File of Vacant Private Dwellings 


No dwelling or household characteristics were available for these 
dwellings. Consequently it was not possible to perform any stratification 
on the units in this frame. 


Frame III Statistics Canada's Records of Building Permits 


For operational reasons, the units of this frame were stratified ac- 
cording to type of dwelling and period of issuance of the permit, but 
this stratification was not considered in the estimation procedures. 


Appendix C 


Sample Sizes and Response Rates for each Survey Area 


Survey Area Survey Area Expected Adjusted* Responding Response 

Name Sample Size Sample Size Units Rate 
01 Calgary 3380 3285 2879 87.64 
02 Charlottetown 1324 1275 La? Sia 2h 
03 Chicoutimi 3236 SLoy 2902 91.05 
04 Edmonton 3388 3312 2944 88 .88 
05 Halifax 3330 6 ae 2105 86.36 
06 Hamilton 3374 S225 2702 63.518 
07 Kitchener 5356 g2un 2956 92.06 
08 London 3350 3211 2898 GO. 25 
09 Montreal 3432 3194 2729 85.44 
10 Ottawa-Hull 3388 3189 2803 S189 
Lt Quebec 3402 3207 2846 88.74 
12 Regina 3324 3246 2982 91.66 
13 St.Catharines 3348 cE RE 2684 84.05 
14 Saint John 3238 3238 2757 85.14 
LS St. John's 3210 3100 2765 89.19 
16 Saskatoon 3294 3179 Zoe 92.01 
17 Sudbury _ 3286 3142 2748 87.46 
18 Thunder Bay g220 ato 2661 85.34 
19 Toronto 3410 3153 ZI02 83.91 
20 Vancouver 3396 3255 2838 8/.168 
Pa Victoria 3328 a2Z9 2758 85.67 
Ze Windsor aa900 S207 2904 88.88 
23 Winnipeg 3398 3234 2813 86.98 
Total 74726 Vase 63020 87.81 


* The adjusted sample size refers to the sample size after adjustments 
made during processing to eliminate any overlap between the frames. 


Appendix C (cont'd) 


Non-Response Counts by Type of Non-Response For Each Survey Area 


ae ht pe I ee ee eee Ree, - Se ey eee, | in eee 


Survey Survey Non-Response Type 
ie eas eee ip S10? 909, OA mS a6. 107. AR aio a 10) Stara 
01 Calgary Why 22 ARS Gio e FB Dine at rede ebb ieee Fe 406 
02 Charlottetown 4 6 5k 6 26 moe 8 28 ey OES 4 7 163 
03 Chicoutimi 10 9 43 De goo 1. 108 ~ 35.2289 2 4 285 
04 Edmonton TOY See 174 26 er Silo, £29) hb a 6 368 
05 Halifax Hey S10 lou © 236 =e <= ee. AG a AT 427 
06 Hamilton Pa 79° 338 53 64 5 24 iS 15 - 9 523 
07 Kitchener LOSS” A523 @ 62 S12 +40 O15 3 5 256 
08 London BO 20 ae 5h Le 0 Die 20 ie So) le = 3 313 
09 Montreal 2 OT 1039 = 29°67 Ow oie 46 9 5 465 
10 Ottawa-Hull ti" -35 ~63 3 7s 3 53. 168 38 4 6 386 
11 Quebec OS 567 PM 270 Ie bad | 255: PAGO i; - Aol 
cy Regina 13 5 eal 22 5 44 ST Sess Mies 4 cl 264 
is St. Catharines “43 65 "169 oe tL O2 5 a2 38 68 9 2) 509 
14 Saint John P86 .7l “ee oF, te ON JoeehG5.0 226 2 it 481 
15 St. John's S - 33 134°°29 63 EO 15: 952000 7 5 335 
16 Saskatoon y We stOoe sie 60 gS aa he i 6 254 
ay, Sudbury Aas o = Go 0 Fo4 2° 9" 36- 50 6 2 394 
18 Thunder Bay 11 2 116 27 43 4 13 18 160 5 36 457 
19 Toronto 23 “60. eye * 57°73 2 OF 35a 8 42 444 
20 Vancouver 22 26 168 53 43 6 a7 20 34 a 6 417 
iat Victoria 36785 5"165 57 2 37 2PPRGO 28 Ak 4 3 461 
22 Windsor ZL 83 63 =. 35 68 - 29 Z3 28 10 3 363 
Total 354 906 2689 674 1440 48 722 808 862 95 151. 8753 


ee st Se 


The codes for types of non-response are as follows. 


Q1: temporarily absent 

02: no one at home 

03: refusal 

04: death, illness, language problem etc. 

05: dwelling vacant 

06: dwelling under construction 

07: dwelling demolished 

08: dwelling of type at which interview not to be conducted 
09: dwelling not found 

11: non-response code not known 

12: address not located at time of sample selection 


Appendix D - Notes and Definitions 


Dwelling Unit Characteristics 


Dwelling Unit 


A set of living quarters which is structurally separate and has a 
private entrance outside the building or from a common stairway or hall 
inside, i.e., the entrance must be one which can be used without passing 
through anyone else's living quarters. 


Structural Type 


single - 


attached 


semi-attached 


row —- 


duplex 


apartment 


A structure with one dwelling unit only, separated by open 
space from all other structures except its own garage or 
shed. 


A single house attached to a non-residential structure 

(a store, church or school etc.) but separated from it 

by a wall extending from ground to roof. Corresponds 

to the census concept of "house attached to non-residential 
structure". 


A dwelling unit joined to one other dwelling unit, separated 
from it by a wall extending from ground to roof i.e. one of 
two dwelling units attached side by side having no other 
dwelling units either above or below and separated by open 
space from all other structures. Also referred in some 
areas as a "double". 


A dwelling unit in a row of three or more dwelling units 
sharing common walls extending from ground to roof and in 
which there are no other dwelling units either above or 
below. 


One of two dwelling units, one on top of the other, separated 
by open space from all other structures. This includes any 
dwelling unit originally built as a single house in which the 
basement or upper storey has been converted to form another 
separate dwelling unit. 


A dwelling unit in a triplex, quadruplex or apartment building 
that is separated from all other dwelling units by a horizontal 
division or by both horizontal and vertical divisions. This 
includes dwellings in duplexes or triplexes that are attached 
in rows, dwelling units that are flats above or within a non- 
residential structure (school, church, store etc.), and 
structurally separate dwelling units in a converted house if 
they number more than two. Corresponds to the census concept 
of "apartment, flat or multiple dwelling". 
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exclusions - Dwelling units such as mobile homes, rooming houses 
(containing more than 10 lodgers) tents and trailers, 
etc., were not included in this survey. 


semi, duplex - In most of the tables in this publication the following 
three categories were combined: attached, semi-detached 
and duplex. Where this was done the abbreviation "semi, 
duplex" was used. 


Age of Building 


Refers to the period in which the building was originally 
constructed. 


Dwelling Unit Condition 


Dwellings were classed as poor, fair or good according to 
the presence or absence of the following characteristics of the exterior of 
the building which were noted by the enumerator? 


Ol sacceine: + 00t 

02: Sloping walls 

03: Poor foundations (crumbling,. cracking cement, open holes) 
04: Decaying wood (window and door sills) 

05: Shingles missing from the roof in quantity 

06: Sagging eaves 

07: Broken windows 

08: Loose bricks (including poor siding) 

09: Poor porch footings 

10: Poor paint 

11: Poor grading (area immediately next to structure slopes towards foundation) 
12: None of the above conditions exist. 


"POOR" refers to any building where one or more of characteristics 
01-04 exist or where three or more characteristics 05-11 exist. 
"FAIR" refers to any building where no characteristics 01-04 exist 
and where two characteristics 05-11 exist. 

"GOOD'' refers to any building where none of characteristics 01-04 
exists and where one or none of characteristics 05-11 exist. 


It should be noted that these are all characteristics of the exterior 
of the building only; hence it is possible that a dwelling could be classed as 
in good condition but have many interior faults. 


Room 


An enclosed area within a dwelling which is finished and suitable 
for year-round living. The following are not classed as rooms: bathrooms, 
halls, garages, vestibules, unfinished attics or basements. Rooms used 
solely for business or professional purposes have been excluded from those 
tabulations. 


Bedroom 


A room used principally for sleeping purposes. In these tabulations 
bachelor units were classed as one bedroom units. 


Dwelling Area, Floor Area 


Because of the well-known limitations on the use of rooms and 
bedrooms as measures of space utilization, this survey collected data on 
room dimensions. Dwelling area refers to the total area, in square feet, 
of all the rooms in the dwelling , calculated from these reported room 
dimensions. It does not include the area of the following: bathrooms, 
halls, garages, vestibules, unfinished attics or basements. In these 
tabulations the area of rooms used solely for business or professional 
purposes has been excluded. 


Bath and Toilet Facilities 


Dwellings have been classified as follows: (1) with exclusive use 
of both installed bath/shower and flush toilet in the building: (2) lacking 
exclusive use of both installed bath/shower and flush toilet in the building. 
The latter includes shared use of bath/shower or flush toilet or lacking any 
of these facilities. 


Demographic Characteristics 


Household 


A household is any person or group of persons occupying a dwelling 
unit as their usual place of residence. It may consist of a family group 
with or without roomers, boarders, employees or partners etc., or a group 
of unrelated persons sharing a dwelling. 


Head of the Household 


The head of the household, for the purposes of this survey, is 
defined as the member of the household who contributes the largest amount 
of money for the operation of the household. This differs from the 1971 
Census which defined the head of the household as the husband if both 
husband and wife were present, the parent if living with unmarried children, 
or any member of a group sharing a dwelling equally. Some caution should 
therefore be exercised in comparisons with 1971 Census data. 


Household Type 


For most of the tabulations in this publication, households have 
been classified into one of the following categories: 


1. Households containing only a primary nuclear family (see definition 
below) and having both a head and spouse present. 


2. As in Category 1 but only one parent present. 


3. Households containing a primary nuclear-family and additional 
members who do not belong to the primary nuclear family (e.g. 
a son-in-law or an additional family). Both head and spouse 
of the primary nuclear family are present. 


4. As in Category 3 but only one parent present. 
5. One unattached individual. 


6. Two or more unattached individuals. 


A different classification was used in Table 3.13 (Structural type by 
Household Type) where the household types were regrouped as follows: 
Family households (Categories 1, 2, 3, 4) and non-family households 
(Categories 5 and 6). Family households were then split into families 
with children and families without children. 


Family 


In this publication family refers to the nuclear family. A nuclear 
family consists of a husband and wife with or without never married children 
(regardless of age) or a parent with one or more never married children 
living in the same dwelling. A nuclear family may also consist of a man or 
woman living with a guardianship child or ward under 21 years of age for 
whom no pay was received. 


This classification corresponds to the census family. 


An economic family is a group of two or more household members 
related to each other by blood, marriage or adoption. This concept was 
not used in the tabulations in this publication but data utilizing this 
definition can be obtained from the survey tapes. 


Primary Nuclear Family 


The primary nuclear family is a nuclear family which contains 
the head of the household as one of its members. The head of the 
primary nuclear family is the head in a head-spouse family or the parent 
in a one parent family. It should be noted that the head of the household 
is not necessarily the head of the primary nuclear family and vice versa. 
For example, in a household consisting of a middle-aged male living with 
and financially supporting his parent, the middle-aged male would be 
classified as the head of the household but his father would be the head 
of the primary nuclear family. 


Household Size 


The total number of persons in the household. 


Financial Characteristics 


Expected pelling Price 


The selling price expected by the owner if the dwelling had been 
sold at the time of the survey. Where the respondent indicated that the 
price referred to more than one unit, the price was divided by the number 
of units to which it referred. 


Principal, Interest and Taxes 


The amount in dollars paid (monthly or annually) for each of the 
first, second and third mortgages; taxes other than those included in the 
mortgage payments are also included. Where the respondent indicated that 
the amount referred to more than one unit the amount was divided by the 
number of units to which it referred. 


Expenditures on Repairs and Maintenance 


The amount in dollars spent on repairs and maintenance on the 
dwelling in 1973. Where the respondent indicated that the expenditure 
referred to more than one unit, the amount was divided by the number of 
units to which it referred. 


Cash Rent 


The amount paid by the household to secure occupancy of the 
dwelling. This may or may not include payment for some or all utilities 
and services. 


Gross Rent 


The amount paid by the household to secure and maintain a dwelling 
and its facilities; it includes, in addition to cash rent, payment for such 


utilities as water, electricity, gas, fuel, parking, and other utilities 
and services. 


Total Expenditure on Housing -—Owners 


The amount in dollars paid for principal, interest and taxes, and 
for utilities and services. It should be noted that the total expenditure 
on housing as defined above is a poor proxy for real housing expenditures. 
A better measure would be the market rent of owner-occupied dwellings. 


Total Expenditure on Housing - Renters 


The amount paid for gross rent, i.e., cash rent plus any additional 
payments for utilities and services. 


Household Income 


The total income received by all members of the household who 
were 14 years of age and over at the time of the survey. Since the income 
reported relates to the 1973 calendar year while housing expenditures 
relate to 1974, the income figure was inflated in order to avoid problems 
of bias in computing expenditure to income ratios. The inflation factor 
used was 1.139 to incorporate the 13.9% increase in incomes recorded by 
the Survey of Consumer Finance (Preliminary Estimates) between 1973 and 1974. 


Expenditure to Income Ratio 


The ratio of total housing expenditure (as previously defined for 
owners and for renters) to household income. 


Equity Level 


This was computed as the expected selling price minus the principal 
outstanding on all mortgages. 


Non-Mortgaged Properties 


Dwellings without a mortgage. 


are 


Other Concepts 


Persons per Room 

The number of persons occupying the dwelling divided by the 
number of rooms in the dwelling (excluding rooms used solely for business 
or professional purposes). 


Persons per Bedroom 


The number of persons occupying the dwelling divided by the 
number of bedrooms in the dwelling. 


Dwelling Area per Person 


The number of square feet of dwelling area divided by the number 
of persons occupying the dwelling. 


Adjacent Land Use 


The use made of the land opposite and on either side of the dwelling. 
This was classed as non-consistent or consistent as follows: 


For single, attached, semi-detached, duplex and row: 
non-consistent land use means land use opposite or on 
either side that is other than low density residential, 
park or open space. 


For apartment dwellings: non-consistent land use means land 
use opposite or on either side that is other than apartment 


dwellings, low density residential, park or open space. 


All other land use was termed consistent. 
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